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Ten of Lodi’s finest 

Uvaggio, Vermentino 2009  
HHHH 16.5pts/20
N/A UK www.uvaggio.com

This white is light, zesty and racy with 
notes of lemongrass and green olive. 
The thinking person’s Pinot Grigio. 
Drink: 2011. Alcohol: 11%

Jesse’s Grove, Carignane 
2006 HHHHH 18.5
N/A UK www.jessiesgrove

winery.com

Old-vine Carignan, 
perfumed, brambly and 
sweetly oaked, with Asian 
spices and polished tannins 
on the palate. Concentrated 
without being overripe. 
Drink: 2011-2016. Alc: 15.2%

Macchia, Serious Old Vine Zinfandel 
2009 HHHHH 18.5 
N/A UK www.macchiawines.com

An ambitious wine, with pepper spice, 
lifted fruit and impressive palate 
length. Drink: 2013-2021. Alc: 15.5%

Phoenix Ranch, Bechthold Vineyard 
Cinsault 2009 HHHHH 18.5 
N/A UK www.phoenixranchwines.com

This organic red is deceptively pale, 
with soft berry fruit and a refreshing 
finish. Drink: 2014-2022. Alc: 14.7%

Bokisch Vineyards, Graciano 2008 
HHHH 17
N/A UK www.bokishvineyards.com

Softer and more fruit forward than a lot 
of Spanish Gracianos, with deftly 
handled French oak and ripe, red fruits. 
Drink: 2011-2014. Alc: 14%

Brazin, Old Vine Zinfandel 2008 
HHHH 17 
£12.99 Waitrose

This is a serious Zin at the price, with 
lots of black fruits, tobacco spice, wood 
smoke and firmish tannins. Leave for a 
year or two. Drink: 2013-2018. Alc: 15%

LangeTwins, Merlot Reserve 2008 
HHHH 17 
N/A UK www.langetwins.com

Coffee-bean scented, sweetly oaked, 
with flavours of green pepper and 
chocolate. Drink: 2013-2018. Alc: 14%

Michael-David, Inkblot Tannat 2008 
HHHH 17
N/A UK www.michaeldavidwinery.com

Serious tannins, good acidity and plum 
and blackcurrant fruit. Huge potential. 
Drink: 2011-2016. Alc: 14.5%

Black Saint Peter, Old Vine Zinfandel 
2009 HHHH 16.5
£8.99 Laithwaites

This youthful, medium-coloured red is 
spicy, soft and lower in alcohol than 
many, with easy-drinking bramble and 
strawberry fruit, and refreshing acidity. 
Good value. Drink: 2011-2014. Alc: 13.5%

Ravenswood, Old Vine Lodi Zinfandel 
2008 HHHH 16.5 
£8.95–£9.49 Majestic, Sainsbury’s, The 

Wine Society

Peppery and broad, with fresh acidity, 
well-integrated oak and medium 
tannins. Drink: 2011-2014. Alc: 13.5%

For full details of UK stockists, see p86 
of the main issue

Above: Cinsault was first planted in Lodi in 1885; the 
quality of old vine grapes is reflected in the wines

‘No one in their right mind would imagine that 
you could find 125-year-old Cinsault here,’ says 
Kevin Phillips, vice president of operations. The 
grapes sell for £1,000 per ton to Turley Wine 
Cellars, Bonny Doon and Phoenix Ranch, as well as 
being used in Michael-David’s wines.

Camaraderie among growers
There’s a commendable sense of community in Lodi, 
with larger producers, such as Michael-David, Kautz 
Family Vineyards and LangeTwins, happy to work 
alongside excellent smaller operations, such as 
Bokisch, Fields Family, Phoenix Ranch, Klinker 
Brick, Macchia, Ripken, McCay Cellars, Uvaggio, St 
Amant, M2 and Sorelle, to promote the region. 
‘Lodi is who we are, what we’ve been and what we 
are going to be,’ says Randy Lange, whose ancestors 
arrived from Germany in 1870. ‘We are generational 
farmers and we have a generational outlook.’

That view is exemplified by Jessie’s Grove, the 
oldest and arguably the best winery, run by the 
wisecracking Greg Burns from a set of old barns 
surrounded by chickens and roosters. ‘People think 
of Lodi as it was in the 1970s,’ he says. ‘They lump it 
in with the rest of the Central Valley. We have to 
reformat their hard drives.’ 

Grove’s own wines are a good place to start, notably 
his Royal Tee Zinfandel (made from vines planted in 
1889), his Carignan (ditto) and his Petite Sirah. ‘What 
Lodi does best is full-bodied reds, which is why 
Petite and Zinfandel perform so well here,’ he says.

That may be true, but in wine terms, there’s 
more than one Lodi. This is a region that can do 
everything from crisp whites to gutsy reds, 
entry-point quaffers to £35-a-bottle stunners. 

If anywhere in California can persuade tough UK 
supermarket buyers to source wines that are 
distinctive as well as good value, for customers 
willing to venture beyond white Zinfandel, Lodi has 
to be the leading candidate. D  

Tim Atkin MW is a wine correspondent, author and  
broadcaster




